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(35) 
REPORT. 


The committee of claims, to whom was referred 
the petition of Wilham Henry Washington, re- 
port: 


That the petitioner owned a small house, situat- 
ed in Alexandria county, near the western end 
of the Potomac bridge: that on the 24th of August 
Jast, a quantity of public stores was removed from 
Greenleaf ’s point, by order of colonel Wadsworth, 
and deposited in the house for safe keeping: a cor- 
poral and five men were stationed at the house, 
to protect the public stores, and to prevent them 
from falling into the possession of the enemy.— 
The command of the stores was given to lieutenant 
Baden, who directed the corporal, that in case of 
attack by the enemy, to blow up the stores and 
retire from the place. 

It appears from the affidavit of the corporal, 
hereto attached, that he apprehended an attack by 
the enemy, and under that impression blew up the 
stores and destroyed the house: the Petre 
claims the value of his house. 

Whether the destruction of the house was ne- 
cessary to prevent the public stores falling inta 
the hands of the enemy,is a matter of opinion to 
be formed by the facts submitted to the house.— 
The committee are of opinion, that inasmuch as 
the officer to whose care the public stores were - 
committed, thought it prudent and proper to de- 
stroy the house and stores, to prevent the latter 
coming to the possession of the enemy, the peti- 
tioner should be paid the value of his house: they 
therefore report by bill, 
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Washington county, District of Columbia, st. 


Be it remembered, that on this third day of De- 
cember, in the year of our Lord one thousand 
eight hundred and fourteen, before me, the subscri- 
ber, a justice of the peace for the county and dis: 
trict aforesaid, personally appeared Philip Boilia, 
corporal in the. United States’ army, and being 
ay orn in due form, deposed and said: that, on the 

4th of August, he was stationed, with five privates, 
over a quantity of public stores, which had been 
deposited in a frame house, said to belong to Mr. 
William H. Washington, at the foot of the Poto- 
mac bridge, in Alexandria county; that he was. 
ordered to take care of the said stores by lieuten- 
ant.Baden, and to blow up the said stores if the 
deponent was attacked by the enemy; that.on the 
goth August, about 3 o’clock P. M. as soon as the 
storm that day had ceased, the deponent saw a 
British officer, who came to the draw in the bridge. 
on the Virginia side, and soon after returned; thai. . 
a number of British soldiers were, at the same inves : 
at the toll house on this side of the river; that thé ° 
draw on the bridge had been raised the night be- 
fore, and kept up, but were blown down ‘during 
the storm, and the chains that raised them were 
broken; that, soon after the officer on the bridge 
retunned, A cannon sirot was fired at him, the ie: : 
ponent, from the point; and this deponent think- 
ing that the enemy intended an attack, and not 
havi ng the means to prevent the enemy passing, | 
as. fhe draw was broken, blew up the stores with 
powder, and retired with the men to a hill near the 
place; that the explosion destroyed the house entire- . 
ly, there being a quantity of ammunition and pow- 


der in the house. 
PHILIP BOILIA, his x mark. 


Subscribed and sworn to before me, this 3d day 


of December, IS14, 
DAN. RAPINE, 
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